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Antique silver is one of the oldest and best loved collecting subjects. At the top end of the quality

scale, the work that went into making a fine piece was of an extremely high order. However, the

majority of silver was used in the middle levels of British society and the collector has clearly to

understand the varying qualities of production that he encounters if he is to buy well and avoid

inferior pieces. In addition, the collector must understand what can happen to a piece during its

lifetime. On the one hand it can acquire a supurb patination, and on the other, it can be dented,

bent, broken, marked or even altered to enhance its apparent quality. The consideration of all these

practical factors and many others is covered in this second edition. The pieces are arranged

chronologically within each main subject heading so that developing styles may be clearly

understood, while the 1100 photographs have been specially selected by the author.
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Any book that purports to be a price guide in these times of tumultuous changes in metal prices

must be much more up to date than this Price Guide. When collectors are "speculating" on the silver

content of an antique piece, rather than its quality as an antique, and poorly made, damaged pieces

of silver suddenly shoot up in value due to a spike in silver prices, a more dynamic approach to

pricing silver would be more appropriate. Other factors also have played a role in evaluating silver

antique prices. Since 2001, we have experienced 9/11, a recession from which we have not

completely withdrawn. I would suggest that Peter Waldron issue a new edition with a full discussion



of the factors that cause deviation from the prices indicated in his book.
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